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Informatics’
long, hard
road
to recovery

By Jane Ne

FOREIGN student Ayesha Erasmus
is studying for a mass communica-
tions degree al Informalies, a pri-
vate school here, but her parents
back in India can access a report on
her progress every term.

It is all online — her grades, her
attendance, and what her lecturers
say about her.

Not that the 19-year-old minds,
She says of her parents: “They’re
paying so much for my education
that they have a right to know how
I'm faring."”

This progress report, which the
school introduced three months
ago, is Informatics’ “insurance”
against students who feign igno-
rance about how they are doing
and make allegations against the
school, said chief executive Val Or-
tega.

He cited as an example a report
in this newspaper three weeks ago
about two Ehhina smdmtiqh who are
suing the school, sayi ey were
uni:;fvare that t eyw‘r?agd faﬁed to
earn their diplomas in 2001.

They continued paying course
fees to an errant former staff mem-
ber, it is claimed — attending class-
es all the way to their “masters pro-

" last year.

Said Mr Ortega: “Such a claim
could never be made today. Our
system is totally transparent and
students know exactly where they
staﬂd.)l

The e-report card is am-:m% a
slew of measures the new hoard has
put in place to turn the school
around since it was embroiled in an
accounting scandal in 2004,

Founder Wong Tai and former
chief executive Ong Boon Khe
were charged with overstating prof-
its.

Wong, who pleaded guilty, was
fined $240,000 on Sept 1; Ong is
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